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WRA Rehabilitators Undergo Crisis Response Training

By Jackie Ward

Autumnistraditionally aquieter
timeat theWildlife Rescue Asso-
ciation of BC, but thisyear avari-
ety of activitieskept us hopping.
In addition to cleaning, repairing
and painting the entirerehabilita-
tion centre, 70 keen volunteersand
employeesmadetimeinther busy
November schedules

rehabilitatorsalso regularly treat
wildlife patientsthat are admitted
to our care centreafter landing in
greasereservoirsat restaurantsor
flying into puddlesof oil or sticky
oluetrgps. Pollution damaged wild-
liferequire specialized care, asthe
afflictedanimas potentia for sur-

to attend a full day
coursein Oiled Wild-
life Emergency Re-
gponse Traning.

Thecoursewaslead
by Lana Emo and |

Chris Bataglia of |~ |
FOCUS Wwildlife |= :
ConsultantsLtd. Lana | =

and Chrisareskilled
wildliferehabilitation
consultantswho have

oiled scaupsin a dry-i ng ioen after a bath

worked withtheInternationd Bird
Rescue Research Center in Cali-
fornia thepremier oiledwildlifere-
sponse organization intheworld.
Coursetopicsranged fromtherisks
associated with managing spilled
chemicalsto themethodsused for
search and collection of contami-
nated birds.

WRA has traditionally worked
closdly withindustry, government,
and other environmental agencies
totreat wildlifeimpacted by mgor
pollution damage events. WRA

Wildlife Rescuse

viva diminishesrapidly if they are
not contained promptly and treated
appropriately.

Advancedtraininginoiledwildlife
responsetechniquesisessentia to
WRA'sgod of providing organized
|eadership during complex rescue
missions. It ensuresthat staff and
volunteersare skilledintherecov-
ery, cleaning and treatment of
afflicted animals, thereby reducing
thenumber of wildlifecasudtiesthet
succumb from improper or pro-

longed handling.

www.wildliferescue.ca

Over the last decade, the
incidences of pollution damage
haveincreased ashuman activities
continue to expand into wildlife
habitat areas. TheLower Mainland
of British Columbiabearsaspe-
cid responsihility to protect thein-
crediblediversity of breeding birds
that travel throughtheregion-in
some cases, morethan 80 percent
of theworld’ spopulation of aspe-
cificspecies. A mgor pollution spill
during migration could have the
potential to devastate the entire
popul ation of these species, and
thispotentia isvery rea consider-
ing that theregion liesadjacent to
oneof Canada'slargest and busi-
est ports.

(continued on page 10)
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Haveyou considered remember-
ing WRA inyour will? Over the
last 25 years, generousbequests
and giftsfrom supporters have
enabled WRA to assist over
35,000 injured, orphaned and
pollution damaged wildlife. Like
most wildliferehabilitatorsin BC,
WRA operateswithout coregov-
ernment funding, and thus we
could not carry out this work
without public support.

Through the generous bequests
of two long-term supporters,
WRA has created endowment
fundsthat will support adiversity
of wildliferehabilitation and edu-
cation projectsintheyearsahead.
Theseendowment funds, called
the Flora Alexandra Gray
Fund and L ucy Grace Davies
Fund, provideincomefor annua
specid projectsandinitiativesat
WRA.. Through the growth and
stewardship of these Funds,
WRA will ensure a perpetual
meansof advancement in educa:
tion programming and thereha-
bilitation of wildlifeimpacted by
urban growth and pollution.

Thisyear,incomefromtheFlora
Alexandra Gray Fund will be

Message

, R

Cynthia in WRASIE® it garden

used to replace and update aging
computersat WRA'soffice. Anes-
sential requirement for our daily
work, thenew computerswill help
us better managethe* behind the
sceneswork” that facilitates our
wildliferehabilitation and education
programs.

Income from the Lucy Grace
DaviesFund will be used to up-
date WRA'seducation library in
2005. The new books and re-
sourceswill giveWRA employees
and volunteersaccessto thelatest
research onwildliferehabilitation
topics, animal identification and
medical and veterinary issues.

To learn how you can leave a
legacy tothewildlifeof BC, please
contact our office at 604-526-
2747 and request acopy of WRA's
A Matter of Wi brochure.

Y al

Annual General Meeting

Please join us on:
Wednesday, June 1, 2005, at 7:00 pm
At WRA, 5216 Glencarin Drive, Burnaby, BC
Refreshments will be served
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Giving Orphaned Black Bear Cubs a

Second Chance

By Roy Teo

WRA received an unusualy high
number of bear-related callsfrom
thepubliclast fal season. While
black bear encounters are fairly
commoninoutlying regionsof the
Lower Mainland, publicinquiries
concerned sightings of orphaned
black bear cubs. Thereason for
thisoccurrenceisunknown, but it
certainly placed increased
demandson the servicesof local
wildliferehabilitatorsand bear net-
work groups.

Often, the public’sconcernscan be
eadly addressed by following sm-
ple*bear aware” solutionsto miti-
gate conflicts. However, in cases
of problematic bears, conservation
officerswere called to the scene.
Despite their best attempts to
relocatedl animals, thisoptionwas
not always successful or feasible.
Consequently, the Wildlife
Rehabilitators Network of British
Columbia(WRNBC) approached
the Ministry of Water, Land, and
Air Protection (WLAP) to seeif
locd rehabilitatorscould assst with
the problem.

Until recently, wildliferenabilitators
inthe Lower Mainland were not
licensedto rehabilitate black bears.
This past summer, however, a
pilot project on bear cub rehabili-
tation was initiated by WRNBC
and tentatively approved by
WLAP. Thisnew venture repre-
sentsasignificant step forward for
loca wildliferehabilitators. It opens
the doors to exciting new chal-
lenges, but dsobringswithit added

respongbilities.

To ensure proper guidelines
were established for the
project, WRNBC consulted
with various bear experts.
Since the efficacy of black
bear rehabilitation has long
been a contentious issue
among wildliferehabilitators,
biologists, and government
officials, it wasimportant to
cons der the various points of
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Black bear cub

view. Ultimately, theproject’s
successwill depend onthepartici-
pation and cooperation of all
stakeholders. It was WRNBC's
goal to develop acomprehensive
program that will providethe best
chances of rehabilitative success
without compromising thesafety of
thebearsor thepersonnd involved.

Besidestheimmediate chalenges
of capturing, housing, and feeding
the orphaned cubs, deeper, more
fundamental issuesalso hadto be
addressed. Stakeholdersneeded to
devel op assessment protocolsto
determinewhich cubswerefit for
rehabilitation. Inmany indtances, the
animal in question may not even
requireany intervention. Oncethe
decision is made to place a bear

into care, therehabilitator must dso
implement protocols that will
ensure the bear does not become
habituated to human presence.
Otherwise, the animal could
becomeapotentia public danger
after rdlease. Findly, decisonmak-
ers had to identify appropriate
futurerelease sitesfor thebears.

All of thesetasksrequire meticu-
lous advance planning to avoid
haphazard decisons. Asrespons-
blerehabilitators, wemust dways
consider the long-term conse-
quencesof our actions, despitethe
understandable public concerns
about thebears future. Ultimately,
thebest interest of theanimalsmust
comefirst.

continued on page 10

Calling All Anna’s Hummingbirds
WRA isparticipatinginahummingbird monitor-
ing program. If you have seen any Anna'shum-
minghbirdsinyour yard or visiting your feeders
thiswinter, pleasecall Roy at 604-526-7275
or email himat roy@wildliferescue.ca
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AnneLinburg
Anthony Webb
CeciliaCheung
Claudette Fleming
Denise Mara
Harold Steenson
John Donovan
John Sims

Joyce Price
K.B.Williams
Kathleen Simas

L onetree Enterprises

Circle of Friends

Marilyn Willman
Mary Bruneau
Mary Howie
MerleMills
Michael McKay
MirjaPekovich

Richard & Jacquelynn Torry

Ruby Arnold
Sharon Mitchell
Va erie Campbdll

Vancouver Condominium

Thank you to all new members of WRA's Circle of Friends, and to our many anonymous friends.
Your special year-end contributions will help us rehabilitate over 3,000 wild animals in 2005.

A northern flicker in care

Thank you for Celebrating Wildlife

Thank you to all our friends who helped wildlife this holiday season by donating to WRA'’s
Celebrate campaign.

A.Graf

Alfred Lam
Alison Wilson
AllanDakin
AlmaFerguson
Andreal ebowitz
AnnBarclay
Ann Sullivan
Anne Becker
Annette Schwab
Audrey Smith
Avril Fishburne
Barb Bamford
BarbaraBaker
BarbaraBlack
BarbaraField
Bernard Guichon
Beryl Cunningham
Betty Ray

Betty Thomas
Betty Twigg
Beverley Gregg
Bill & Mary Hanley
BrendaMclntyre
Bruce & Jean Critchley
BruceBaird
BruceBoswell
Bruce Sashaw
Casimir Lindsey
CathleenBain
Cathy Riley
Cathy Ryerse
Cathy Strang

ClareDaem

Colin Hudson

Colleen Long

Dave Thomas

David Roberts

David Tamblin

Deborah Cook

Debra Purdy Kong

Deep Cove Rowing Club
Mr. & Mrs. Denzil Rowlands
Derek Thomas

Derrick Lowes

Diahann Hamilton
DianaFlostrand

Don & Anne Graham

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Bernard
Mr. & Mrs. D. McCluskey
Doreen Nicholson
Doreen Ursulescu

Doris Foster
DorisHunter
DorisLarner

Dorothy Neilsen
Dorothy McNaughton
Dorothy Vernon
DwyllaMacmillan
Edward Legg

Edward Thompson
Elizabeth Robinson
Elizabeth Smith
Elizabeth Stevens
Elizabeth Tait

Elizabeth Travis

EllenBond

Esther James
EvaDonnelly
Evelynlrving

Evelyn Sater
Florence Burns
Florence Hesketh
Florence L egebokow
Floyd St. Clair

Fran Hilbery

Frances Wood

Frank & Jeanette Bradley
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Karika
Geoffrey Harris
George Hutchison
George Tough
GillianBirt
GinaHartley
GloriaMcCreery
GlynisTidy
GraceAckerberg
Grand Fir Network Inc.
Grant Richardson
Gwynedd Bartram

Dr. & Mrs. H. McLennan
H.D.Meley
Hannaliang

Harry Aiken

Harry McKelvie
Hartmut Schmid

Helen Emmons

Helen Gunther

Helen Peterson

Helen Read

Henry Summerfield
Image German Plastering
J . R.& M.A. Cartledge
Jack Hunter

Mr. & Mrs. JamesLowden
Jan & Ken Pope
Jan Cook
JanaGraham

Jean Dell

Jeff Yallop

Jennifer Bigler
Jerry Korczynski
Jessie Hunt

Joan Norrington
Joanne Evans
John Bannister
John MacL eod
John Topp

Joy Moon

Joy Shakespeare
Judi Zurbrugg
Judith Davis

Judy Cartwright
Judy Rochette
Judy Zarchikoff
JuneBanwell

June Cherry

June Heys

K. Gibson

Kanwal Bedi
Karen Hunter
Karen Yuen-Kate
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Celebrate Donors,
the Thank You’s continue

Karin Hoehn

Karl Thomson

Kathryn Ford

Kathy Vincent

Kay Gregory

Ken Brealey

Kenneth & Jean Anderson

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Osborne

Kit Packer
KlaraCooney

L. lllichmann

Lora& Hal Finan
LarsLarsen
LeighWilson
LesRaskewicz

Ledey Richmond

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Reed
Lillian Campbell
LillianHarley

Lillian Woodcock
LindaMarshik
LoisNordstrom

Lucy Sibau
LuellaHenderson

Mr. & Mrs. M. Comisarow
Mr. & Mrs. M. Duncan
Mr. & Mrs. M. Sorrenti
Margaret Middleton
Margaret Draper
Margaret Hill

Margaret Howarth
Margaret Smith
Margot Kilpatrick
Marjory Swann

Mark Stevens
Marshall Wasylin
Martin Taylor

Mary Llewelyn Davies

Marylee Hofmann

Mauri Clemons-Braund

Mavis Fountain

Mavis Nordquist

Monica Costigan

Mort Thomas

Muriel Rose

MyraKelsey

MyraMcCloy

Nadine Jones

Nancy Walker

Nell Shannon

NormaDixon

OliveEccles

PatriciaTarr

PatriciaWilliscroft

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Thomas

Pauline Scoten

Peggy Murphy

Peter & HildaStange

Peter & LindaCaverhill

Peter Layhew

Phelps Apartment
LaundriesLtd.

Polly Evenden

R.M.MacRae

Mr. & Mrs. R. Seymour

RaphGioia

Ray & Anne Davis

Raymond Eagle

Reginad Millway

RellaTaylor

Richard Farbridge

RitaKlishan

RobHasam

Robert & LindaMora

Robert & MiriamAllan

Robert Kitching

Roger & Joan Koebel

Roger Sweeny

RonaBarnett

Ronad Foxall

Ronald Schwab

Roxanne Madryga

Roy & Elaine Cook

Russell Bower

Ruth Morrison

Satvinder Dhaliwal

Shan MacL aren-Gilbert

Shannon McRae

Sharmeen Ritchie

Sharon Gardner

SheilaZur Linden

Shirley & Daniel
Janzen

Shirley Peerenboom

Steven Becker-Pos

Susan & Bob Teather

Susan Fry

Suzanne Nemeth

Ted Bentley

Terry Crawford

Timo Makinen

Troy Danyk

Uday & ShailaPatel

ValerieFuller

Verena Shaw

VioletWilliams

VirginiaRelffer

VivianBevis

Walter Judyski

Walter Neill

Wilbur Ramage

Winifred Clarke

Winifred Waterhouse

T,

Meister Piano
Advertisement

Changes to Hbc

Rewards Points

If you haverecently vistedthe Bay,
Zdlersor Home Outfittersand do-
nated your Hbc Rewards pointsto
WRA, you may have already
learned that the Community
Rewards Program has changed.
TheHbc Rewardskey tagsareno

longer accepted.

Instead, donorsareinvitedtolink
their Hbc Rewards account
directly tothecharity (or charities)
of their choice. Donorscan specify
if they want all or only aportion of
their pointsdonated to aparticular
charity. If you areaready an Hbc
Rewardsmember, signing up for
theprogramiseasy. Visit our web
siteat www.wildliferescue.cato
link up viatheweb or call Pam at
604-526-2747 to have an Hbc
Community Rewards Program
donation formmailedtoyou.
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A Special Thanks to:
DianeAlsop - kennel cabs
ElenaZhukova- graphicdesign
Gail Forbes- scanner
LindaSaunders- restaurant
qudlity fridge
Lora& Hal Finan - plywood &
paint

LorneWickerson- oil spill training
funding

Pacific Purveyors(Jerry Pion) -
raw dog food

Roberge Trucking - sand & gravel

Stirling Fraser - VCR

Teekay Shipping (Jackie Hesketh)

HP network printer
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Success Stories

Cassin’s Auklet
By Gail Telfer

On December 23, 2004, a
Cassin’'sauklet (Ptychoramphus
aleuticus) wasadmitted to WRA
after landing on thedeck of aship
duringawindstorm. Whenflying et
night, birdswill often mistakewet
surfaces on roads and decks for
bodies of water. Auklets, like
grebes, havelegspositioned quite
far back on their bodies, which
makesit extremely difficult totake
off fromdry land.

The auklet arrived at WRA ina
paper bag, soiled, emaciated, and
inrespiratory distress. Thebirdwas
treated with antibiotic and antifun-
ga medications, tube-fed twicea
day, and given an oil spill bath.

After severa
days, thebird
wasready for
release as it
had gained
weight and
restored the
waterproof-
ingtoitspre-
vioudy soiled
feathers.

On December 28", the auklet was
transferred by helicopter to Wild
ARC, arehabilitation centreinVic-
toria. Within 24 hours, thebirdwas
released at Taylor’'sBeachinthe
Metchosin areaof Vancouver |s-
land where there is an existing

colony of Cassin’'sauklets. Auklets
aresmall diving birdsthat spend
much of their lives in the open
ocean, only coming onto land to
breed.

Trumpeter Swans
By Devin Manky

On December 21%, 2004, two im-
maturetrumpeter swans (Cygnus
buccinator) were brought to our
Care Centre within hours of one
another - both from theKitsilano
area. They were weak, thin, and
dehydrated and one had abrasions
andswdlingtoitswrist.

Since infection was present, the
swanswereadministered agenera
courseof antibiotics, andironwas
giventoonebirdasit showed signs
of anemia. A day later, staff also
began tube-feeding oneof thebirds
that was not eating. After only a
couple of days, the birds were
moved into an outdoor enclosure,

where they f
couldsvimin
apool. Here,
they spentthe
next month (S
regaining SRS
their weight FEE SRS
andstrength.  Fe me

The swans
were re-
leased on :

January 30" near the Reifel Bird
Sanctuary in Delta. A flock of over
a hundred swans was gathered
nearby, and it was hoped that the
rehabilitated pair wouldjoinupwith
them. Once out of thelr transport

cages, thepair swam out into the
water channel together, got their
bearingsand took flight intothefog
and directly towards the larger
gathering of swans.

WRA Winter 2005 | 6
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Red-tailed Hawk

By Devin Manky

On December 5, 2004, ajuve-
nile red-tailed hawk (Buteo
jamaicensis) wasfoundin Maple
Ridge and admitted into care at
WRA. Thehawk had burnwounds
toitswing andface, indicating that
it had been e ectrocuted. Theinju-
rieswere not fresh, however, an
infection had aready setin.

Over the following weeks, the
hawk’swoundswerecleaned daily
and ointmentswere applied to en-
courage skin growth. Slowly, the
wounds began to heal . After this
recuperation period, thehawk was
moved into the Raptor Pen, our
largest outdoor aviary, where it

could exercise its newly
healed wing and re-adapt
tothewesther after spend-
Ing SO muchtimeindoors.
Whilein the Raptor Pen,
the hawk honed hishunt-
ing skills by keeping the
area clear of unwary ro-
dents.

On February 8", thefully
recovered hawk was re-
leased at Colony Farms.

Watch for red-tailed
hawks and other raptorsthe next
timeyou drivedown thehighway.
These predatorswill oftensit for
hours by theroadside, sinceitis

cleared of trees, and when they
spot amammal, they move with
lightning efficency tomeketharkill.

Ruffed Grouse
By Devin Manky

If youareout walking or hikingin
BC ssouthernmountains, you may
occasionally hear a drumming
sound, which isreminiscent of a
car motor trying to start-up. What
you may be hearing isthemating
call of aruffed grouse (Bonasa
umbe lus). Themaeswill strut and
claw onfalenlogs, calling out to
thefemal eswith alow reverberat-
ing best.

On December 171, 2004, amale
ruffed grousewasbrought to WRA
from Coquitlam, where he was
found limping and unableto evade
capture. Whilenoleginjurieswere
found, thegrousewasvery thinand
weak. Staff treated the grousefor

interna parasitesand
put himonaschedule
of tube-feedings to
improve hisweight.
After aweek of be-
ing tube-fed, the
grouse began to eat
onhisownandgan
weight without our
intervention.

The grouse was
moved to an outside
aviary at the end of
December, wherehe
spent close to a
monthexercisinghisfligntmuscles  On January 25", hewasreturned
and getting ready for release. to thewild near thesitewherehe
wasfound.

Wilalife Rescuse
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Wish List

/ Refractometer

2~ Walkietalkies

Z Pet Dryers

~ Garden hose caddies

~ Sisal rope (all thicknesses)

Z Full spectrum fluorescent
tubes

N
Q
S
2

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I
Stapleguns I
Mortar & pestle(small) |
Dawn dish soap |
Cotton swabs |
Recyclingbin (large, for |
cardboard) |
Cleaning products |
(environmentdly friendly) |
White boards |
Toys(cal first) |
Head lamp |
Digital thermometer |
Unscented laundry soap |
Z Bleach |
| /2 Indoor/outdoor carpeting |

SRBRN N RNRRYY

In Memory of:
Bart

Betty Bruyea
Chalie

Cinders

Dot Kingscote
FrancesFranklin
Hdla

Jean Simpson
John Glover

John Scholefidd
Peter Remnant
Sdly Hornsby
Sandra Sawatsky
Sharon Beech
Stan Vandervoort

Tubby

VaerieVerschueren

AAA Wildlife
Advertisement

Volunteer Appreciation
Night Sponsors

AAA Horse& Carriagein Stanley
Park Ltd.

ABC Photocolour Ltd.

BCAA (British Columbia
AutomobileAssociation)

Boston Pizza, Newton

CactusClub Cafe

Canadian Outback Adventure
Company Limited

Cannery Seafood House

Capilano Suspension Bridge

Carousd Theatre

Cedar Rim Nursery Ltd.

Cineplex Odeon GranvilleCinemas

CircleCraft

City of Burnaby

CNIMAX Theatre

Coquitlam Centre

CypressMountain

David Hunter Garden Centres

Decosign Unlimited Signage

Dee' sFineWinemakers

Deep Cove Canoe & Kayak

EarthRangers

Firehdl ArtsCentre

Grouse Mountain ResortsLtd.

King Ed Pet CentreLtd.

Mount Seymour Resorts

TheNaam Restaurant

Ocean FisheriesLtd.

Pelton Reforestation L td.

Presentation House Gdllery

RC Purdy ChocolatesLtd.

RivershoreGolf Links

RogersVideo

RONA Home Centres

ScienceWorld British Columbia

Sequoia- A Restaurant Company

TerraBreads

UprisngsBreads

Vancouver AquariumMarine
Science Centre

Vancouver Museum

Vancouver Playhouse Thegtre Co.

Vancouver Pet CentresLtd.

Vancouver Symphony Orchestra

Veneto'sCakes & Peastries

Vertica Redlity Climbing Gym

WRA Winter 2005 | 8
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Volunteer Corner

Open Hearts, Healing Hands

By Diane Haynes, Volunteer

The cry for help cut through the
musi ¢ and thevoicesof 150 happy
partygoers. | turned to find two
women|lowering agray-faced man
tothefloor. Heart attack. | grabbed
my cell phoneand punched 9-1-1.

Most of us who attended the
WRA'sVolunteer Recognition and
Halloween Party last fall would
probably say that this was the
moment whentheevent ended. But
looking back now, | seethat it had

just begun.

Ever heard the old one about how
many volunteersit takesto reha-
bilitate an injured robin? Well,
there’'sonetotakethecall, oneto
drivethetransport vehicle, oneto
containtheanimd,, oneto ass & S&ff
with assessment and medication,
one to set up the caging, one to
makethediet, oneto doitslaun-
dry, afew totend thegardenwhere
gpplesand berriescomefrominthe
summer, agood dozen to run the
board that overseesit al, and an-
other crewtodoit al againthenext
day, andthenext. Crazy punchline,
eh?But it takesmorethan 20,000
volunteer hours- over and above
staff time - to care for the 3,500
injured, orphaned and pollution-
damaged animals that come
through the WRA's doors each
year. At minimumwage, that’san
annua donation of $140,000. Fac-
tor inour passion for theanimals,
our dedication and kills, and those
numbers barely begin to tell the
sory.

And so last October 23, in
a room festooned with
streamers and balloons and
lined with food-covered ta-
bles, WRA staff took timeto
recognizeevery snglevolun-
teer infront of thegroup, and

The author and two of her “ healing hands’
friends dressed as injured robins for the
\olunteer Recognition/Halloween Party

togiveevery volunteer aspe-
cially chosen gift they had spent
weeks collecting by donation.

As the presentations ended, the
guest band, The Lonesome Coyo-
teslaunched intoaCelticredl. It
wastimeto pileonthefood, head
to the bar, grab apartner and hit
the dance floor. At 8:42 pm the
party wasinfull swing. At 8:43, it
wasover. And something el sehad

begun.

| reached a9-1-1 operator only to
learnthat | wasoneof fivecalling
about our friend and fellow volun-
teer. One stayed on thelineasa
woman | didn’t recognize crossed
the length of the room to kneel

besi de the unconscious man. Not
aWRA member at dl, but rather a
guest, shehad completed her third-
level first aid training just two
weeks before, and quickly and
confidently began to administer
CPR.

Asshefought to keep our friend's
heart beating and hisvital signs
strong, volunteerscleared thefloor
around him, and the stairs, and
headedinto the chill October night
to greet emergency crews. Three
times, paramedics used the

defibrillators to start and then
steady the man’s heart before he
was stable enough to be trans-
ported to hospital.

As this life came and went and
came back again, threetimes, be-
foreour eyes, | becameawarethat
the hundred who stood gathered
around him were not just observ-
ing, but actively participating in
something. Therewas alevel of
presence, attention and focus -
somemay call it prayer - emanat-
ing from the group that was pal pa-
ble, aimost visible. | have never
been so proud to beaWRA vol-
unteer as| wasin that moment. |
understood with sudden clarity that
thisiswhat wedo - folding laun-
dry, driving transport, preparing
food, administering medication,
tending the garden. We offer our
unconditional, undistracted pres-
enceintheserviceof healing.

Our friend lived. And herecovered.
Last | saw him, he and his wife
werereassembling the careroom
after the floor had been painted.
You may notice | haven't men-
tioned hisname. Those of uswho
werethere know it well enough.

(continued on page 10)
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Bears

(continued from page 3)
WRNBC'spilot project represents
auniqueopportunity tolearnmore
about black bears and bear reha-
bilitation. During thisprocess, it has
become quite evident that many
guestions still remained un-
answered. Was 2004 simply an
unusual year for black bear
encounters? Was the long, dry
summer, and apoor berry crop, re-
sponsiblefor driving more bears
into residential areasinsearchfor
food?Or weretheseincidencesan
indication of someunderlyingtrend
resulting from human encroach-
ment and habitat [oss? Thisproject
representsonesmall step to better
undergtanding thedtudtion. Itismy
hope that it will also open new
doorsinto further research onthe
subject. Only with proper knowl-
edge can we take steps to more
effectively protect our local
wildlife

o Wl

Helping Hands
(continued from page 9)

Thosewho werenot, likely know
that anameisn't what mattershere.
What does matter - to each of the
100 of us, andto dl thosewho care
about the WRA - isthat we are
part of acommitted company of
individua swho havethousandsof
hours of practice keeping our
hearts open and our lightsshining
indark times. And that weareall
healing thisworld welivein to-
gether, onecreatureat atime.

o Wl

Thisisan abridged version.
For the complete story visit
our web site at
www.wildliferescue.ca.

Response Training
(continued from page 1)

WRA rehabilitators regularly
update emergency response
protocolsand procedures, but still
requireongoingtrainingtoensure
that our skills remain current.
Specidizedtrainingiscostly, and
thusweareparticularly grateful to
Neptune Bulk Terminals
(Canada) Ltd., Mountain Equip-
ment Co-op, and Lorne
Wickerson who contributed a
portion of the cost of the recent
training sessions. We al so thank
our many wonderful volunteers
who not only committedtheir time,
but also paid a fee to take the
course.
W

. A -
Bathing a soiled barred owl

If youwouldliketoassst our on-
going effortstotrainand equipa
qudified oiledwildliferesponse
team, please consider making a
donationtothe WRA Oiled Wil d-
life Fund. To direct your dona-
tion to the Oiled Wildlife
Fund, just specify the fund
name in the “ Comment” sec-
tion of the WRA donation
form.

Wild Birds Unlimited
Advertisement
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Foster Fur and Feathers

Northern pygmy owl

Asawildlifefogterer your donations
godirectly tosavinganinjured bird
or mammal that iseither currently
in care or has recently been re-
leased. Each sponsor receives a
Foster Certificate with a picture
taken here at WRA. You also
receive abrief case history of the
sponsored animal describing it’'s
injury and therehabilitativetreat-
ment it received.

My contribution to foster care:
O $20 Chickadee, junco, O $100 Raccoon

swallow O $150 Heron
O $25 Robin, thrush, crow, O $200 Owl
grosbeak, pigeon, O $300 Rare & unusua animals
starling or jay (call for details)
O $35 Squirre O $0 OQilgill
O $50 Grebe, duck
My name:
Address:
City/Prov.:
Postal Code: Phone:
Emall:
If thisisa gift:
Name(s) on certificate:
Address:
City/Prov.:
Postal code: Phone:
OVisa OMastercard OCheque OCash
Card #: Expiry:
Total amount: Signature:

Please make cheques payable to: Wildlife Rescue Association of BC,
5216 Glencarin Drive, Burnaby, BCV5B 3C1, Admint: 604-526-2747
Registered charity # 131373490RR0001

Foster Mel

Last year, onAugust 11", ajuve-

nile male black-headed grosbeak
(Pheucticus melanocephalus)

was brought to WRA fromalocal

animal hospital. He had bloodin
hismouth, afractured kedl, punc-
turewoundsto both the head and
back, and substantia bruising over
his body - all classic signs of a
predator attack. Staff removedin-
fected scabbing from the puncture
wounds, cleaned them, and su-
tured them shut. He was al so put
onagenera courseof antibiotics
to prevent infection.

Hewasayoung bird and thusre-
quired hand-feeding by staff and
volunteersfor thefirst few days.

Very quickly, however, hewaseat-
ing morethan hisfill and thechal-
lenge switched to one of ensuring
he did not become obese!

Unfortunately, the grosheak missed
migrating to Mexico for thewinter
duetohisinjuries. Therefore, WRA
isover-wintering thebirdinan out-
door aviary until he can bereleased
thissummer.

Corporate Sponsors
AAAWildifeControl G L. Williamsand Associates
CRA (Omniplex) HYDRECSFund
CanWest Media Molson’sDonation Fund
CreolInc. Mountain Equipment Co-op
Crestway Bays Neptune Bulk Terminals (Canada) Ltd.
DecosgnUnlimited Suntech Optics
DM SElectronics Vancouver Condominium Services
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Wildlife Rescue Assocation of BC

5216 Glencarin Drive,
Burnaby, BC V5B 3C1

Eonlagn i

i wepr mdmuea

S50447F

[camapa POSTES |
rOAT CARADA
A

I'Yes, | want to support the WRA

| wish to make a donation:
One time............ $
Monthly............. $
(post dated cheques/credit card)

Membership Requested:
Individual - $25/year
Family/couple - $35/year
Senior/student - $15/year
Life - $250

Business - $250/year
Businesslife- $1,000

O New

O Renewa

O Gift membership

OoOooooan

I Donations/membershi ps are tax deductible. Please make cheque payable to Wi dlife Rescue Association of BC,

The Wildlife Rescue Association of BC respects the support of all our

donors; we do not trade or sell our donors' names.
Registered charity # 131373490RR0001

Name:

Address:

City & Prov:

Postal Code:

Phone;

Email:

Comment:

My cheque for $

Please charge my:
Card #:

is enclosed or
OVisa

Total amount:
Age [16-20

Signature:

COOMastercard
Expiry date:

021-29 030-59

I 5216 Glencarin Drive, Burnaby, BC V5B 3C1, Admint: 604-526-2747

060+

| would likeinformation on:

I O volunteer opportunites O planned giving O | haveremembered WRA inmy will
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